FIVE ATTEMPTED REFORMS
14 ; consequently, the age was fixed at 14 in the
case of girls. ... I have just a word to say as
regards the attitude of Government before I con-
clude. When I introduced the Bill, Sir Alexander
Muddiman, the then Home Member, declared that
he would oppose it at every stage. These appre-
hensions have been found to be unfounded. The
Honourable the Home Member, has given all pos-
sible assistance to the passage of the Bill. . . .1
This speech was immediately followed by one from
the Home Member, who again pledged the Govern-
ment's support, and in "these words :

... I should like to relieve any apprehensions
that may have been entertained by the Honourable
the Mover by saying at once that Government not
only do not intend to oppose his motion but that
it has their cordial support. The Honourable
Member has been good enough to say that the
Government have rendered every assistance in the
transmutation of his original measure into the
form in which it has been reported to the House.
That is perfectly true ; and I only wish to say, with
regard to the statement made by the Honourable
Member that my predecessor, Sir Alexander Mud-
diman, had declared that the Bill would be op-
posed at all stages, that the Bill against which
Sir Alexander Muddiman entered a caveat was a
very different measure from that which has now
emerged, . . .

It will, I hope, receive the general approval of
1 Legislative Assembly Debates, March 26th, 1928, pp. 1,967-68.
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